
 

 

 
 
  

Week in Brief 
 

Senate Passes the Comprehensive Addiction and Recovery Act (S. 524), Authorizing Grants for 
States to Address National Prescription Opioid and Heroin Addiction Epidemics. 
 
Senate HELP Committee Passes Seven Bipartisan Bills in Biomedical Innovation Agenda.   
 
Brain Injury Awareness Day Occurs on March 16; Part of Brain Awareness Week (March 14 – 18). 
 
CMS Releases Proposed Rule on Testing New Medicare Part B Prescription Drug Models. 
 

March 7 
 

House Committee Leaders Send Letter to CMS Regarding Proposed Changes to the Medicare  
Advantage and Part D Programs Payment and Policies for CY 2017. 

Senate HELP Committee Leaders Release Discussion Draft of Mental Health Crisis in America 
and Schedule Markup of Bill for March 16. 
 

March 8 
 

House Energy & Commerce Committee Announces Participants for March 14 Concussion 
Roundtable. 

Senate Finance Chairman Orrin Hatch and Senator Marco Rubio Question Administration on 
Reinsurance Program Created under the ACA. 
 

March 9 
 

House Energy & Commerce Republican Leaders Send Letters to AHIP and 6 Major Insurers on 
Reinsurance Payments from CMS. 

House and Senate Republican Committee Leaders Release Statement on the Administration’s 
Proposed Changes to the Medicare Part B Drug Payment Model. 

Senate Republicans Send Letter to CMS to Halt Medicare Advantage Program Cuts.  
 

LEGISLATIVE AND REGULATORY UPDATE 
March 14, 2016 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 

http://thehill.com/blogs/floor-action/senate/272531-senate-passes-opioid-abuse-bill
http://www.help.senate.gov/chair/newsroom/press/senate-health-committee-passes-7-more-bipartisan-bills-in-innovation-agenda
http://www.help.senate.gov/chair/newsroom/press/senate-health-committee-kicks-off-its-biomedical-innovation-agenda-passing-7-bills-with-bipartisan-support
http://www.biapa.org/atf/cf/%7BE07F6363-A589-41AA-B9C1-990FEE288F44%7D/INVITE_General%20BI%20Awareness%20Day%20Invite%201.15.16.docx
http://thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog/healthcare/272860-during-brain-awareness-week-and-beyond-collaboration-is-key
https://www.cms.gov/Newsroom/MediaReleaseDatabase/Fact-sheets/2016-Fact-sheets-items/2016-03-08.html
http://waysandmeans.house.gov/bipartisan-medicare-call-letter/
http://www.help.senate.gov/chair/newsroom/press/alexander-murray-cassidy-murphy-introduce-plan-to-address-mental-health-crisis-in-america
https://energycommerce.house.gov/news-center/press-releases/committee-announces-distinguished-lineup-experts-concussion-roundtable
http://www.finance.senate.gov/chairmans-news/hatch-rubio-press-administration-on-obamacare-insurance-company-bailout
https://energycommerce.house.gov/news-center/press-releases/ec-leaders-press-tavenner-top-insurers-information-illegal-taxpayer
https://energycommerce.house.gov/news-center/press-releases/upton-brady-hatch-statement-administrations-new-medicare-experiment
http://www.finance.senate.gov/chairmans-news/senate-republicans-call-on-administration-to-halt-plans-to-cut-medicare-advantage
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Senate HELP Chairman Lamar Alexander Lauds Biomedical Innovation Package as Most 
Important Bill of 2016.  

HELP Committee Holds 2nd Markup of Biomedical Bills on March 9; 3rd Markup Scheduled for 
March 16. 

Bipartisan Bicameral Letter Sent to HHS Requesting More Guidance on Mobile Health Apps. 

March 10 
 

House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs Chairman Jeff Miller Announces Retirement at End of 
Current Term and Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs Chairman Johnny Isakson Releases 
Statement Praising Miller’s Years of Service. 
 
House Energy and Commerce Committee Schedules March 17 MACRA Implementation Hearing. 
 
Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations Majority Staff Releases Report: Failure of the 
Affordable Care Act Health Insurance CO-OPs.  
 
Senate HELP Leaders Release Statement on Senate Actions to Combat Opioid Abuse and Call for 
Continued Work. 
 
Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs Ranking Member Richard Blumenthal Requests VA 
Expand List of Medical Conditions Qualifying Veterans for Presumptive Agent Orange Exposure.  
 

March 11 
 

House Energy & Commerce Chairman Fred Upton Pens Op-Ed on Strengthening Medicaid for 
the Most Vulnerable. 
 

March 14 
 

House Energy and Commerce Committee Markup the Common Sense Savings Act of 2016 (H.R. 
4725), a Bill Reforming Health Entitlement Programs. 
 
House Energy & Commerce Oversight & Investigations Subcommittee Hosts Initial Roundtable 
Discussion on Concussions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.help.senate.gov/chair/newsroom/press/alexander-biomedical-innovation-would-be-the-most-important-bill-signed-into-law-this-year
http://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/s1878-s1077-s1101-s2055-s1767-s1597-s2512-and-nomination-of-dr-john-king
http://src.bna.com/ddw
http://www.politico.com/story/2016/03/jeff-miller-retiring-220582
http://www.veterans.senate.gov/newsroom/majority-news/isakson-statement-on-chairman-miller-retirement-announcement-
https://energycommerce.house.gov/hearings-and-votes/hearings/medicare-access-and-chip-reauthorization-act-2015-examining
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/subcommittees/investigations/media/portman-led-subcommittee-reveals-new-report-exposing-obamacare-mismanagement-and-waste
http://www.help.senate.gov/chair/newsroom/press/alexander-senate-takes-important-step-to-address-epidemic-claiming-more-than-1000-tennesseans-lives-each-year
http://www.help.senate.gov/ranking/newsroom/press/as-senate-passes-bill-to-combat-opioid-crisis-murray-calls-for-continued-work
http://www.veterans.senate.gov/newsroom/minority-news/in-wake-of-new-research-blumenthal-calls-on-va-to-consider-expanding-list-of-medical-conditions-that-qualify-veterans-for-presumption-of-agent-orange-exposure
http://thehill.com/opinion/op-ed/272612-working-together-to-strengthen-medicaid-for-the-most-vulnerable
https://energycommerce.house.gov/hearings-and-votes/markups/energy-and-commerce-committee-vote-hr-2666-and-hr-4725
https://energycommerce.house.gov/hearings-and-votes/event/broad-review-concussions-initial-roundtable


 

Page | 3 
 

 
 

LEGISLATIVE TRACKING 
BILL 
NUMBER/ 
RELATED 
BILLS 

TITLE or  
SHORT 
SUMMARY 

ORIGINAL SPONSOR(S) COMMITTEES LATEST 
ACTION 

S. 2618 Medicaid Directory 
of Caregivers Act 

Sen. Grassley [R-IA] Finance Introduced 
3/2/2016 

S. 2633 Improving Veterans 
Access to Care in the 
Community Act 

Sens. Tester [D-MT], 
Blumenthal [D-CT], Bennet 
[D-CO], Udall [D-NM], 
Brown [D-OH], Heitkamp 
[D-ND] 

Veterans’ Affairs Introduced 
3/3/2016 

S. 2646 Veterans Choice 
Improvement Act of 
2016 

Sen. Burr [R-NC] and 7 
original cosponsors 

Veterans’ Affairs Introduced 
3/7/2016 

S. 2647 Behavioral Health 
Coverage 
Transparency Act of 
2016 

Sens. Warren [D-MA], 
Brown [D-OH], Franken [D-
MN], Blumenthal [D-CT], 
Baldwin [D-WI] 

HELP Introduced 
3/7/2016 
 

S. 2649 Veterans Choice 
Equal Cost for Care 
Act of 2016 

Sen. Rounds [R-SD] Veterans’ Affairs Introduced 
3/8/2016 
 

S. 524 Comprehensive 
Addiction and 
Recovery Act 
(CARA) 

Sens. Whitehouse [D-RI], 
Portman [R-OH], Klobuchar 
[D-MN], Ayotte [R-NH], 
Coons [D-DE], Kirk [R-IL] 

Judiciary Passed  
3/10/2016; 
Message on 
Senate action 
sent to the 
House 

S. 1878 Advancing Hope Act 
of 2015 

Sens. Casey [D-PA] and 
Isakson [R-GA] 

HELP Reported out of 
Committee 
3/8/2016 

S. 1077 Advancing 
Breakthrough 
Medical Devices for 
Patients Act of 2015 

Sens. Burr [R-NC], Bennet 
[D-CO], Hatch [R-UT] 

HELP Reported out of 
Committee 
3/8/2016 

S. 1101 Medical Electronic 
Data Technology 
Enhancement for 
Consumers Health 
Act   

Sen. Bennet [D-CO] HELP Reported out of 
Committee 
3/8/2016 

S. 2055 Medical 
Countermeasures 
Innovation Act of 
2015 

Sens. Burr [R-NC] and 
Hatch [R-UT] 

HELP Reported out of 
Committee 
3/8/2016 

S. 1767 Combination 
Products Innovation 
Act of 2015 

Sens. Isakson [R-GA], Casey 
[D-PA], Roberts [R-KS] 

HELP Reported out of 
Committee 
3/8/2016 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/2618/text?q=%7b%22search%22%3A%5b%22/%22s2618/%22%22%5d%7d&resultIndex=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/2633/text?q=%7b%22search%22%3A%5b%22/%22s2633/%22%22%5d%7d&resultIndex=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/2646?q=%7b%22search%22%3A%5b%22/%22s2646/%22%22%5d%7d&resultIndex=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/2647/text?resultIndex=26
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/2649/text?q=%7b%22search%22%3A%5b%22/%22s2649/%22%22%5d%7d&resultIndex=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/524?q=%7b%22search%22%3A%5b%22/%22s524/%22%22%5d%7d&resultIndex=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/1878?q=%7b%22search%22%3A%5b%22/%22s1878/%22%22%5d%7d&resultIndex=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/1077?q=%7b%22search%22%3A%5b%22/%22s1077/%22%22%5d%7d&resultIndex=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/1101?q=%7b%22search%22%3A%5b%22/%22s1101/%22%22%5d%7d&resultIndex=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/2055?q=%7b%22search%22%3A%5b%22/%22s2055/%22%22%5d%7d&resultIndex=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/1767?q=%7b%22search%22%3A%5b%22/%22s1767/%22%22%5d%7d&resultIndex=1
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BILL 
NUMBER/ 
RELATED 
BILLS 

TITLE or  
SHORT 
SUMMARY 

ORIGINAL SPONSOR(S) COMMITTEES LATEST 
ACTION 

S. 1597 Patient Focused 
Impact Assessment 
Act of 2016 

Sens. Wicker [R-MS], 
Klobuchar [D-MN], Collins 
[R-ME], Franken [D-MN], 
Isakson [R-GA], Bennet [D-
CO] 

HELP Reported out of 
Committee 
3/8/2016 

S. 2512 Adding Zika Virus to 
the FDA Priority 
Review Voucher 
Program Act 

Sens. Franken [D-MN], 
Nelson [D-FL], Isakson [R-
GA], Brown [D-OH] 

HELP Reported out of 
Committee 
3/8/2016 

S. 2660 Veterans Health 
Administration 
Spending 
Transparency and 
Oversight Act of 2016 

Sen. Rounds [R-SD] Veterans’ Affairs Introduced 
3/10/2016 

H.R. 4714 Removing Barriers to 
Clinical Research Act 
of 2016 

Reps Young [R-IN-9] and 
Peters [D-CA-52] 

Energy & 
Commerce; Ways 
& Means 

Introduced 
3/3/2016  
 

H.R. 4689 Timely Payment for 
Veterans’ Emergency 
Care Act 

Rep. Boustany [R-LA-3] Veterans’ Affairs Introduced 
3/3/2016  

 

H.R. 4695 Quality Care for 
Moms and Babies 
Act 

Reps. Eliot [D-NY-16], 
Stivers [R-OH-15] and 12 
original cosponsors 

Energy & 
Commerce; Ways 
& Means 

Introduced 
3/3/2016  
 

H.R. 4697 Prevent Drug 
Addiction Act of 2016 

Reps. Esty [D-CT-5], 
Costello [R-PA-6], and 
Knight [R-CA-25] 

Energy & 
Commerce; Ways 
& Means; 
Judiciary 

Introduced 
3/3/2016  
 

H.R. 3796 Ensuring Access to 
Quality Medicaid 
Providers Act 

Reps. Bucshon [R-IN-8], 
Welch [D-VT-At Large], 
Butterfield [D-NC-1] 

Energy & 
Commerce; 
Senate Finance 

Passed House 
3/2/2016 
Referred to 
Senate Finance 
Committee 
3/3/2016 

H.R. 4556 Expedited Hiring for 
VA Trained 
Psychiatrists Act of 
2016 

Rep. Cartwright [D-PA-17] 
and 14 original cosponsors 

Veterans’ Affairs Referred to 
Subcommittee 
on Health 
3/7/2016 

H.R. 4725 Common Sense 
Savings Act of 2016 

Rep. Pitts [R-PA-16] Energy & 
Commerce 

Introduced 
3/10/2016 

https://www.congress.gov/search?q=%7b%22congress%22%3A%22114%22%2C%22source%22%3A%22legislation%22%2C%22search%22%3A%22/%22s1597/%22%22%7d
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/2512?q=%7b%22search%22%3A%5b%22/%22s2512/%22%22%5d%7d&resultIndex=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/2660/text?q=%7b%22search%22%3A%5b%22/%22s2660/%22%22%5d%7d&resultIndex=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/4714/text?q=%7b%22search%22%3A%5b%22/%22hr4714/%22%22%5d%7d&resultIndex=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/4689/text?q=%7b%22search%22%3A%5b%22/%22hr4689/%22%22%5d%7d&resultIndex=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/4695/all-actions?q=%7b%22search%22%3A%5b%22/%22hr4695/%22%22%5d%7d&resultIndex=1&overview=closed
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/4697/text?q=%7b%22search%22%3A%5b%22/%22hr4697/%22%22%5d%7d&resultIndex=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/3716?q=%7b%22search%22%3A%5b%22/%22hr3716/%22%22%5d%7d&resultIndex=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/4556/all-actions-without-amendments?resultIndex=6
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/4725/text?q=%7b%22search%22%3A%5b%22/%22hr4725/%22%22%5d%7d&resultIndex=1
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

March 8 
 

ASPE Releases Reports 

 Observations on Trends in Prescription Drug Spending, Which Finds that Expenditures on 
Prescription Drugs Are Rising. 

 Medicare Part B Drugs: Pricing and Incentives, Which Finds that the Part B Payment Model 
Provides Weak Incentives for Physicians to Choose the Lowest Cost Therapy to Effectively 
Treat Patients.  
 

CMS Corrects Errors Appearing in the Final Rule, Medicare Program; Revisions to Payment 
Policies Under the Physician Fee Schedule and Other Revisions to Part B for CY 2016. 
  
HRSA Seeks Comments on an Information Collection Concerning the Telehealth Resource 
Center Performance Measurement Tool.   
  

March 9 
 

CMS Issues the Skilled Nursing Facility Utilization and Payment Public Use File Data.  
 
CMS Suspends Policy Providing Automatic Reduction of Star Ratings for Medicare Advantage 
and Part D Contracts. 
 
FDA Publishes Notification of Public Hearing and Requests Comment on Generic Drug User Fee 
Amendments. 
 
IHS Publishes Medicare and Medicaid Reimbursement Rates for CY 2016. 
 
NIH Releases Summary of Substance Abuse Prevention Research on Early Childhood Risk and 
Protective Factors. 
 

March 10 
 

FDA Solicits Comment on Information Collection for Industry and FDA Staff Guidance, Dear 
Health Care Provider Letters: Improving Communication of Important Safety Information.  
 

March 11 
 

CMS Announces March 14 Departure of Communications Director Lori Lodes. 
 
HHS Awards $94 Million to Health Centers Nation-Wide to Help Treat Prescription Opioid 
Abuse and Heroin Epidemic. 
 
NIH Celebrates Brain Awareness Week with Outreach to Students Planned for March 14 -18. 
 

REGULATORY UPDATE 

https://aspe.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/187586/Drugspending.pdf
https://aspe.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/187581/PartBDrug.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-03-08/pdf/2016-05054.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-03-08/pdf/2016-05070.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/Newsroom/MediaReleaseDatabase/Fact-sheets/2016-Fact-sheets-items/2016-03-09.html
https://s3.amazonaws.com/assets.fiercemarkets.net/public/004-Healthcare/external/star_ratings_memo.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-03-09/pdf/2016-05221.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-03-09/pdf/2016-05252.pdf
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYwMzA5LjU2MjYzOTIxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MDMwOS41NjI2MzkyMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MjgwMDI2JmVtYWlsaWQ9c2FyYS5yb3N0YUBwcHN2LmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9c2FyYS5yb3N0YUBwcHN2LmNvbSZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&102&&&http://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/childs-first-eight-years-critical-substance-abuse-prevention
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-03-10/pdf/2016-05301.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/About-CMS/Leadership/oc/Lori-Lodes.html
http://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2016/03/11/hhs-awards-94-million-to-health-centers.html
http://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/students-explore-brain-nih-scientists
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March 14 
 

CMS Seeks Comment on Information Collection for Organ Procurement and Transplantation 
Network and Scientific Registry of Transplant Recipients Data System Revision. 

 

 
 CRS Releases Reports  

 Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA): Resources for Frequently Asked Questions.  
(Mar. 3) 

 Health Care for Dependents and Survivors of Veterans.  (Mar. 3) 
 

GAO Releases Reports  

 Provider Networks: Comparison of Child-Focused Network Adequacy Standards between CHIP 
and Private Health Plans.  (Mar. 7) 

 Medicaid: Federal Guidance Needed to Address Concerns about Distribution of Supplemental 
Payments.  (Mar. 7) 

 National Institutes of Health: Additional Data Would Enhance the Stewardship of Clinical 
Trials across the Agency.  (Mar. 10) 

 

March 9 
 
In Recent Study, Doctors Successfully Alter Patients’ Immune Systems to Allow Kidney 
Transplants from Any Donor.  

CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS/MARKUPS 
 

SENATE 
 

Veterans’ Affairs 
Hearing and Discussion on Pending 
Legislation: Senate Bills 2646, 2633, and 2473 

 March 15 | 2:15 p.m. 
418 Russell Senate Office Building 

 
Joint Hearing of Senate and House 
Veterans’ Affairs Committees  
To Receive the Legislative Presentations 
from FRA, TREA, NASDVA, MOAA, AFSA, 
AXPOW, NCOA, JWV, and IAVA 

 March 16 | 10 a.m. 
50 Senate Dirksen Office Building 

 

HELP 
Executive Session and Hearing 
Agenda:  
− S. __, Mental Health Reform Act of 2016 
− S. 1455, The Recovery Enhancement for 

Addiction Treatment Act 
− S. 2256, Co-Prescribing Saves Lives Act of 

2015 
− S. 480, National All Schedules 

Prescription Electronic Reporting 
(NASPER) 

− S. __, Plan of Safe Care Improvement Act 

 March 16 | 10 a.m. 
106 Dirksen Senate Office Building 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

OTHER NEWS 

https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-03-14/pdf/2016-05684.pdf
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R43215.pdf
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/RS22483.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/assets/680/674999.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/assets/680/674999.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/assets/680/675007.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/assets/680/675007.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/assets/680/675711.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/assets/680/675711.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/03/10/health/kidney-transplant-desensitization-immune-system.html?utm_campaign=KHN%3A+First+Edition&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=27133675&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9DvKTNAFHghhnOVLKUzJLGdHl9YnsVcDDi7esq9KtalCzZhsrsba4pO
http://www.veterans.senate.gov/hearings/pending-legislation03152016
http://www.veterans.senate.gov/hearings/pending-legislation03152016
http://veterans.house.gov/hearing/joint-hearing-multi-vso-senate
http://veterans.house.gov/hearing/joint-hearing-multi-vso-senate
http://veterans.house.gov/hearing/joint-hearing-multi-vso-senate
http://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/s_-mental-health-reform-act-of-2016-s1455-s2256-s480-s_plan-of-safe-care-improvement-act
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Third Executive Session Considering 
Biomedical Innovation Bills 

 April 6 | Time/Location TBA  
 
Environment and Public Works 
The 2016 Water Resources Development 
Act—Policies and Projects 

 March 16 | 10 a.m. 
406 Dirksen Senate Office Building 

 
Special Committee on Aging 
Sudden Price Spikes in Decades-Old RX 
Drugs 

 March 17 | 10 a.m. 
562 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
 

Judiciary 
Late-Term Abortion: Protecting Babies Born 
Alive and Capable of Feeling Pain 

 March 15 | 10 a.m.  
226 Dirksen Senate Office Building 

 

Preventing America’s Looming Fiscal Crisis: 
The Need for a Balanced Budget 
Amendment to the Constitution 

 March 16 | 2 p.m. 
226 Dirksen Senate Office Building 

 
Executive Business Meeting 

 March 17 | 10 a.m. 
226 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
 

Finance 
HealthCare.gov: A Review of Operations and 
Enrollment 

 March 17 | 10 a.m.  
 Location TBA 

 
HOUSE 
 

Energy & Commerce  
Broad Review of Concussions: Initial 
Roundtable 

 March 14 | 2 p.m. 
2123 Rayburn House Office Building 
 

Medicare Access and CHIP Reauthorization 
Act of 2015: Examining Implementation of 
Medicare Payment Reforms 

 March 17 | 10 a.m. 
2123 Rayburn House Office Building 

 
Judiciary 
Executive Overreach in Domestic Affairs 
Part I - Health Care and Immigration 

 March 15 | 10 a.m.  
2141 Rayburn House Office Building 
 

Education and Workforce 
Examining the Policies and Priorities of the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services. 
HHS Secretary Burwell Testifies 

 March 15 | 10 a.m.  
2175 Rayburn House Office Building 

 
 Ways & Means 
Preserving and Strengthening Medicare 

 March 16 | 10 a.m. 
1100 Longworth House Office 
Building 

 
Appropriations 
Budget Hearing-National Institute of Health  

 March 16 | 10 a.m. 
2358 Rayburn House Office Building 

 
Oversight and Government Reform 
Examining Federal Administration of the 
Safe Drinking Water Act in Flint, Michigan 

 March 15 | 10 a.m. 

 March 17 | 9 a.m. 
2154 Rayburn House Office Building 

 

Accountability and Transparency Reform at 
the Office of Information and Regulatory 
Affairs 

 March 15 | 2 p.m.  
2154 Rayburn House Office Building 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.help.senate.gov/chair/newsroom/press/chairman-alexander-announces-committee-schedule-for-step-by-step-consideration-of-biomedical-innovation-bills
http://www.help.senate.gov/chair/newsroom/press/chairman-alexander-announces-committee-schedule-for-step-by-step-consideration-of-biomedical-innovation-bills
http://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings?ID=1037775D-BBF5-4313-9A61-869623D7CF7F
http://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings?ID=1037775D-BBF5-4313-9A61-869623D7CF7F
http://www.aging.senate.gov/hearings/senate-special-committee-on-aging-to-hold-the-second-hearing-in-a-series-on-sudden-price-spikes-in-decades-old-rx-drugs
http://www.aging.senate.gov/hearings/senate-special-committee-on-aging-to-hold-the-second-hearing-in-a-series-on-sudden-price-spikes-in-decades-old-rx-drugs
http://www.judiciary.senate.gov/meetings/late-term-abortion_protecting-babies-born-alive-and-capable-of-feeling-pain
http://www.judiciary.senate.gov/meetings/late-term-abortion_protecting-babies-born-alive-and-capable-of-feeling-pain
http://www.judiciary.senate.gov/meetings/preventing-americas-looming-fiscal-crisis-the-need-for-a-balanced-budget-amendment-to-the-constitution
http://www.judiciary.senate.gov/meetings/preventing-americas-looming-fiscal-crisis-the-need-for-a-balanced-budget-amendment-to-the-constitution
http://www.judiciary.senate.gov/meetings/preventing-americas-looming-fiscal-crisis-the-need-for-a-balanced-budget-amendment-to-the-constitution
http://www.judiciary.senate.gov/meetings/executive-business-meeting-03-17-16
http://www.finance.senate.gov/hearings/healthcaregov-a-review-of-operations-and-enrollment
http://www.finance.senate.gov/hearings/healthcaregov-a-review-of-operations-and-enrollment
https://energycommerce.house.gov/hearings-and-votes/event/broad-review-concussions-initial-roundtable
https://energycommerce.house.gov/hearings-and-votes/event/broad-review-concussions-initial-roundtable
https://energycommerce.house.gov/hearings-and-votes/hearings/medicare-access-and-chip-reauthorization-act-2015-examining
https://energycommerce.house.gov/hearings-and-votes/hearings/medicare-access-and-chip-reauthorization-act-2015-examining
https://energycommerce.house.gov/hearings-and-votes/hearings/medicare-access-and-chip-reauthorization-act-2015-examining
https://judiciary.house.gov/hearing/executive-overreach-in-domestic-affairs-part-i-health-care-and-immigration/
https://judiciary.house.gov/hearing/executive-overreach-in-domestic-affairs-part-i-health-care-and-immigration/
http://edworkforce.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=400398
http://edworkforce.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=400398
http://edworkforce.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=400398
http://waysandmeans.house.gov/event/chairman-tiberi-announces-health-subcommittee-hearing-on-preserving-and-strengthening-medicare/
http://appropriations.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=394449
https://oversight.house.gov/hearing/examining-federal-administration-of-the-safe-drinking-water-act-in-flint-michigan-part-3/
https://oversight.house.gov/hearing/examining-federal-administration-of-the-safe-drinking-water-act-in-flint-michigan-part-3/
https://oversight.house.gov/hearing/accountability-and-transparency-reform-at-the-office-of-information-and-regulatory-affairs/
https://oversight.house.gov/hearing/accountability-and-transparency-reform-at-the-office-of-information-and-regulatory-affairs/
https://oversight.house.gov/hearing/accountability-and-transparency-reform-at-the-office-of-information-and-regulatory-affairs/
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Veterans’ Affairs 
Hearing on Draft Legislation to Improve the 
Authority of the VA Secretary to Hire and 
Retain Physicians and Other VA Employees 

 March 16 | 2 p.m. 
334 Cannon House Office Building 

 

 

Choice Consolidation: Leveraging Provider 
Networks to Increase Veteran Access 

 March 22 | 10 a.m. 
334 Cannon House Office Building 

 

 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

 
CMS Open Payments Question and Answer 
Session 
Conference call and webinar 

 March 15 | 1 p.m. – 2 p.m.  
Register to submit a question or view 
presentation. 

 
Meeting of the Board of Scientific 
Counselors, National Center for 
Environmental Health/Agency for Toxic 
Substances and Disease Registry 
Discussion on NCEH/ATSDR support for the 
public health emergency in Flint, Michigan. 

 March 21 | 3 p.m. – 5 p.m. 
via Teleconference 

 
Meeting of the Advisory Panel on Outreach 
and Education  
Listening session with CMS leadership, 
recap of previous meeting, discussion on 
ACA initiatives, and opportunity for public 
comment. 

 March 23 | 8:30 a.m. – 4 p.m.  
Hubert H. Humphrey Building 
Room 425A, Conference Room 
200 Independence Ave., SW 
Washington, DC 20201 

 
Meeting of the National Cancer Advisory 
Board 
Examining global cancer research outline for 
presentation at the June 2016 Joint BSA and 
NCAB meeting. 

 March 23 | 2 p.m. – 3 p.m. 
National Cancer Institute  
9609 Medical Center Drive  
Rockville, MD 20850 

and via Teleconference 

Meeting of the Board of Scientific 
Counselors, Office of Infectious Diseases 
Agenda: Administrative/budget issues, 
current emerging infectious disease 
outbreak responses. Agenda and 
supplementary materials will be available. 

 March 28 | 2 p.m. – 4 p.m.  
via Teleconference 

 

Meeting of the National Cancer Institute 
Board of Scientific Advisors 
Discussion of the Director’s report, reports 
of program review group(s), budget 
presentations, and reports of special 
initiatives, among other things.  

 March 29 | 8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m.  
NIH 
31 Center Drive 
Building 31, C-Wing, 6th Floor 
Room 10 
Bethesda, MD 20892 

and via Webcast 
 
Meeting of the Presidential Advisory Council 
on Combating Antibiotic-Resistant Bacteria 
Agenda to be posted when available. 

 March 30 | 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

 March 31 | 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
U.S. Department of Health & Human 
Services  
Hubert H. Humphrey Building  
Great Hall  
200 Independence Ave., SW  
Washington, DC 20201 

and via Webcast 
 Pre-register by March 21. 

 

http://veterans.house.gov/hearing/legislative-hearing-on-draft-legislation-to-improve-the-authority-of-the-secretary-of
http://veterans.house.gov/hearing/legislative-hearing-on-draft-legislation-to-improve-the-authority-of-the-secretary-of
http://veterans.house.gov/hearing/legislative-hearing-on-draft-legislation-to-improve-the-authority-of-the-secretary-of
http://veterans.house.gov/hearing/choice-consolidation-leveraging-provider-networks-to-increase-veteran-access
http://veterans.house.gov/hearing/choice-consolidation-leveraging-provider-networks-to-increase-veteran-access
https://www.cms.gov/OpenPayments/Program-Participants/Events.html
https://www.cms.gov/OpenPayments/Program-Participants/Events.html
https://cms-meetings.webex.com/mw0401lsp13/mywebex/default.do?service=7&nomenu=true&main_url=%2Ftc0601lsp13%2Ftrainingcenter%2FLoading.do%3Fsiteurl%3Dcms-meetings%26RT%3DMiMxMQ%253D%253D%26UID%3D4321140027%26apiname%3Dj.php%26ED%3D408726142%26servicename%253
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-03-02/pdf/2016-04589.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-03-02/pdf/2016-04589.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-03-02/pdf/2016-04589.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-03-02/pdf/2016-04589.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-02-25/pdf/2016-04091.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-02-25/pdf/2016-04091.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-03-03/pdf/2016-04671.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-03-03/pdf/2016-04671.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-03-09/pdf/2016-05265.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-03-09/pdf/2016-05265.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/oid/BSC/meetingschedule.html
http://www.cdc.gov/oid/BSC/meetingschedule.html
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-02-26/pdf/2016-04103.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-02-26/pdf/2016-04103.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-03-02/pdf/2016-04473.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-03-02/pdf/2016-04473.pdf
http://www.hhs.gov/ash/carb/
http://www.hhs.gov/live/live-1/
http://www.hhs.gov/ash/carb/
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Meeting of the Healthcare Infection Control 
Practices Advisory Committee  
Updates on antimicrobial stewardship, Draft 
Guideline for Prevention of Infections in 
Healthcare Personnel, and CDC activities for 
prevention of HAIs, among other things. 

 March 31 | 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.  

 April 1 | 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.  
CDC 
Global Communications Center 

 Building 19, Auditorium B 
 1600 Clifton Road, NE 
 Atlanta, Georgia 30333 
 
FDA Public Workshop: Proposed Pilot 
Projects under the Drug Supply Chain 
Security Act   
Focusing on projects that will explore and 
evaluate methods to enhance the safety and 
security of the pharmaceutical distribution 
supply chain.   

 April 5 | 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

 April 6 | 9 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. 
FDA White Oak Campus 
Building 31, Conference Center  
Great Room (Rm. 1503)  
Sections B & C 
10903 New Hampshire Ave. 
Silver Spring, MD 20993-0002 

Registration requested.  
 
Meeting of the Advisory Committee to the 
Director (ACD), CDC State, Tribal, Local and 
Territorial Subcommittee 
Discussion of implementation of ACD-
adopted recommendations, and how CDC 
may best support STLT health departments. 

 April 8 | 11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
via Teleconference 

 
Meeting of CDC Board of Scientific 
Counselors, Office of Public Health 
Preparedness and Response 

 April 11 | 10 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

 April 12 | 8:30 a.m. -3:30 p.m. 
CDC 
Global Communications Center 
 Building 19, Auditorium B3  

1600 Clifton Road NE 
Atlanta, Georgia 30333 
 Pre-register by email to attend. 

 
Meeting of the Clinical laboratory 
Improvement Advisory Committee 
Agency updates from CDC, CMS, FDA; 
presentations and discussion on lab 
interoperability, among other things. 

 April 13 | 8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

 April 14 | 8:30 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
CDC  
1600 Clifton Road NE  
Tom Harkin Global Communications 
Center  
Building 19, Auditorium B  
Atlanta, Georgia 30333 

and via Webcast 
 
Meeting of the Sleep Disorders Research 
Advisory Board 

 April 14 – 15 | 1 p.m. – 3 p.m. 
National Institutes of Health  
Two Rockledge Center  
6701 Rockledge Drive  
Conference Room 9100/9104  
Bethesda, MD 20892-7952 

 
Meeting of the Muscular Dystrophy 
Coordinating Committee 
Agenda to be posted prior to meeting. 

 April 27 | 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
Neuroscience Center  
Conference Room C/D  
6001 Executive Boulevard  
Bethesda, Maryland 20892 
 and via Webcast 

 
Meeting of the Medicare Evidence 
Development & Coverage Advisory 
Committee 
Recommendations on the definition of TRD 
and to advise CMS on the use of the 
definition of TRD in the context of coverage.  

 April 27 | 7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
 CMS Main Auditorium 
 7500 Security Boulevard 

Baltimore, MD 21244 

https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-02-25/pdf/2016-03929.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-02-25/pdf/2016-03929.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-02-16/pdf/2016-02977.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-02-16/pdf/2016-02977.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-02-16/pdf/2016-02977.pdf
http://www.fda.gov/Drugs/NewsEvents/ucm481767.htm
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-03-09/pdf/2016-05264.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-03-09/pdf/2016-05264.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-03-09/pdf/2016-05264.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-03-02/pdf/2016-04589.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-03-02/pdf/2016-04589.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-03-02/pdf/2016-04589.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-03-02/pdf/2016-04590.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-03-02/pdf/2016-04590.pdf
https://cdclabtraining.adobeconnect.com/_a1162081580/aprilcliac/
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-03-14/pdf/2016-05593.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-03-14/pdf/2016-05593.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-03-14/pdf/2016-05597.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-03-14/pdf/2016-05597.pdf
https://meetings.ninds.nih.gov/?ID=13558
http://videocast.nih.gov/
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-02-26/pdf/2016-04088.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-02-26/pdf/2016-04088.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-02-26/pdf/2016-04088.pdf
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Meeting of the Board of Scientific 
Counselors, National Center for 
Biotechnology Information 

 May 10 | 8:30 a.m. - 12 p.m.; 2 - 3 p.m. 
National Library of Medicine  
Building 38, 2nd Floor 
The Lindberg Room 
8600 Rockville Pike 
Bethesda, MD 20892 

 

FDA Regulatory Sciences Initiatives Public 
Meeting 
Agenda: Generic Drug Regulation. 

 May 20 | 9 a.m.  
FDA White Oak Campus 
Building 31, Conference Center  
Great Room (Rm. 1503)  
Sections B & C 
10903 New Hampshire Ave. 
Silver Spring, MD 20993-0002 

  and via Webcast 
Registration Required by April 
29. 

   
NIH Meeting of the National Institute of 
Neurological Disorders and Stroke  

Agenda: Report by Director, Administrative 
and Program Developments, Overview of 
NINDS Intramural Program. 

 May 26 | 8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
NIH 
31 Center Drive 
Building 31, C-Wing, 6th Floor 
Room 10 
Bethesda, MD 20892 

and via Webcast 
 

Healthcare Common Procedure Coding 
System Public Meeting 
Discussion on preliminary coding and 
payment determinations for new public 
requests for HCPCS revisions. 

 May 17 | 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

 May 18 | 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

 May 19 | 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

 June 1 | 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

 June 2 | 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
CMS Main Auditorium  
Central Building  
7500 Security Boulevard  
Baltimore, MD 21244 

 
Meeting of the PubMed Central National 
Advisory Committee 

Meeting to review and analyze systems.  

 June 7 | 9:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
National Library of Medicine  
Building 38, 2nd Floor  
The Lindberg Room  
8600 Rockville Pike  
Bethesda, MD 20892 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-01-26/pdf/2016-01358.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-01-26/pdf/2016-01358.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-01-26/pdf/2016-01358.pdf
http://www.fda.gov/ForIndustry/UserFees/GenericDrugUserFees/ucm489572.htm
http://www.fda.gov/ForIndustry/UserFees/GenericDrugUserFees/ucm489572.htm
https://collaboration.fda.gov/r7qyz2eds95
mailto:GDUFARegulatoryScience@fda.hhs.gov
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-03-10/pdf/2016-05335.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-03-10/pdf/2016-05335.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-02-23/pdf/2016-03703.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-02-23/pdf/2016-03703.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-01-26/pdf/2016-01357.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-01-26/pdf/2016-01357.pdf
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DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 
 

Meeting of the Commission on Care 

 March 21 | 1 p.m. – 5 p.m. 

 March 22 | 8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

 March 23 | 8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Conference Center 
20 F Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20001 

 

Meeting of the Genomic Medicine Program 
Advisory Committee. 
Focus on interagency collaborations, 
development of IT and informatics 
infrastructure, quality control of genomic 
data, and data access for the Million Veteran 
Program. 

 April 12 | 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
U.S. Access Board  
1331 F Street NW, Suite 1000 
Washington, DC 20004 

 

 

Meeting of the Geriatrics and Gerontology 
Advisory Committee 
Presentations and discussion of VA’s 
geriatrics and extended care programs. 

 April 19 | 8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

 April 20 | 8 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
U.S. Department of Veterans’ Affairs 
810 Vermont Ave., NW 
Room 730 
Washington, DC 20420

OTHER EVENTS 

2016 Comparative Effectiveness Research 
and the Environment for Health Care 
Decision-Making 

 March 14 | 2 p.m. – 3 p.m. 
Register to attend via webinar. 

 
ACA at Five Years: Do Americans have 
Better Access to Quality Care? 
Discussion held by Health Affairs and Abt 
Associates.  

 March 15 | 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
Newseum  
Knight Conference Room 
555 Pennsylvania Ave, NW  
Washington, DC 20001  

Register to attend. 
 
 

Resistance: The Antibiotics Challenge 
Panel discussion and breakfast hosted by 
The Atlantic. 

 March 16 | 8 – 10:30 a.m. 
Newseum  
Knight Broadcast Studio 
555 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20001 
 Register to attend. 

 
Summit on Mental Health and Addiction 
Panel discussion and breakfast hosted by 
The Atlantic. 

 April 12 | 8:30a.m. – 12 p.m. 
1777 F Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20006 
 Register to attend. 

 
 

https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-03-08/pdf/2016-05103.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-03-08/pdf/2016-05103.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-02-29/pdf/2016-04283.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-02-29/pdf/2016-04283.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-02-29/pdf/2016-04333.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-02-29/pdf/2016-04333.pdf
http://www.npcnow.org/event/webinar-2016-cer-and-environment-health-care-decision-making
http://www.npcnow.org/event/webinar-2016-cer-and-environment-health-care-decision-making
http://www.npcnow.org/event/webinar-2016-cer-and-environment-health-care-decision-making
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8114951438407561473
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/aca-at-five-years-do-americans-have-better-access-to-quality-care-registration-20922904972
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/aca-at-five-years-do-americans-have-better-access-to-quality-care-registration-20922904972
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/aca-at-five-years-do-americans-have-better-access-to-quality-care-registration-20922904972
http://www.theatlantic.com/live/events/resistance-the-antibiotics-challenge/2016/
https://www.cvent.com/events/resistance-the-antibiotics-challenge/registration-d068f2a11cf747008a58bc3bb30eee8c.aspx
http://www.theatlantic.com/live/events/mental-health-addiction-summit/2016/?utm_source=INV-MHS-041216
https://www.cvent.com/events/the-atlantic-summit-on-mental-health-and-addiction/registration-5e4111dc7617457f8f4afb384042f6e4.aspx

