
                                                                                                     

 

Week in Brief 
 
House Republicans Release Legislation To Repeal And Replace The ACA. 
 
President Donald Trump Gives First Joint Address To Congress, Including Outline Of Major 
Tenets Of ACA Repeal And Replace Plan.  

 

February 28 

White House Publishes Press Release Entitled “President Trump Is Confronting Our Nation's 
Broken Healthcare System.” 
 

 

February 21 
 

Congressmen Greg Walden (R-OR), Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-NJ), Michael Burgess, M.D. (R-TX), 
and Gene Green (D-TX), and Senators Lamar Alexander (R-TN) and Patty Murray (D-WA) Send 
Letter To Colleagues Regarding Importance of Vaccines, With Emphasis On Infant And Child 
Health.  
 
House Veterans’ Affairs Oversight & Investigations Subcommittee Chairman Jack Bergman (R-
MI) Holds Hearing Addressing Recent GAO Report’s Findings Suggesting “Lack of Oversight and 
Internal Controls for Prescription Opioids And Employee Accountability Put VA Medical 
Centers At Risk For Drug Diversion.” 
 

February 23 
 

House Energy & Commerce Committee Republicans Publish Press Release Entitled 
“Obamacare’s Individual Mandate: A Resounding Failure.” 
 

February 24 
 

Senate HELP Committee Ranking Member Patty Murray (D-WA), Ways & Means Committee 
Ranking Member Richard Neal (D-MA), And Ways & Means Health Subcommittee Ranking 
Member Sander Levin (D-MI) Issue Statements Regarding Leaked Copy of House Republican’s 
Healthcare Proposal. 

LEGISLATIVE AND REGULATORY UPDATE 
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WHITE HOUSE UPDATE 
 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
 

 

http://bit.ly/2mAsBiT
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/02/28/remarks-president-trump-joint-address-congress
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/02/28/president-trump-confronting-our-nations-broken-healthcare-system
https://energycommerce.house.gov/news-center/press-releases/bipartisan-group-senate-and-house-committee-leaders-vaccines-save-lives
https://veterans.house.gov/news/press-releases/chairman-bergman-opening-statement
http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-17-242
https://energycommerce.house.gov/news-center/press-releases/obamacare-s-individual-mandate-resounding-failure
http://www.help.senate.gov/ranking/newsroom/press/murray-calls-on-president-trump-and-senate-republicans-to-keep-promises-reject-house-republican-plans-to-undermine-health-care-system
https://democrats-waysandmeans.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/neal-levin-statements-draft-gop-health-care-proposal
https://democrats-waysandmeans.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/neal-levin-statements-draft-gop-health-care-proposal
http://www.politico.com/story/2017/02/house-republicans-obamacare-repeal-package-235343


 
House Energy & Commerce Committee Chairman Greg Walden (R-OR) And Ranking Member 
Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-NJ), And Oversight & Investigations Subcommittee Chairman Tim Murphy 
(R-PA) and Subcommittee Ranking Member Diana DeGette (D-CO) Send Letter To Office Of 
National Drug Control Policy Soliciting Answers Regarding Federal Response To Fentanyl 
Epidemic. 

 

February 27 
 

Senate Appropriations Committee Ranking Member Patrick Leahy (D-VT), House 
Appropriations Committee Ranking Member Nita Lowey (D-NY), And House Budget Committee 
Ranking Member John Yarmuth (D-KY) Release Statements Regarding President Donald 
Trump’s 2018 Budget Outline.  
 
House Veterans’ Affairs Committee Ranking Member Tim Walz (D-MN) And Oversight & 
Investigations Subcommittee Ranking Member Ann Kuster (D-NH) Release Statements 
Regarding Oversight & Investigations Subcommittee Hearing Regarding VA Oversight Of 
Controlled Substances And Drug Free Workplace Program In VA Medical Facilities.  
 
Senators Bernie Sanders (I-VT), Cory Booker (D-NJ), Bob Casey (D-PN), Martin Heinrich (D-
NM), Angus King (I-MN), And Congressmen Elijah Cummings (D-MD) And Lloyd Doggett (D-
TX) Hold Press Conference To Unveil New Drug Importation Bill. 
 

February 28 
 

Senators Bernie Sanders (I-VT), Cory Booker (D-NJ), and Bob Casey (D-PN) Introduce 
Legislation, S.469, Aimed At Lowering Cost Of Prescription Drugs By Allowing For Drug 
Importation From Canada. Congressmen Elijah E. Cummings (D-MD) And Lloyd Doggett (D-
TX) Introduce House Companion Bill, H.R.1245.  
  
House Judiciary Committee Chairman Bob Goodlatte (R-VA) Delivers Remarks at House 
Judiciary Committee’s Markup Regarding The Protecting Access to Care Act (H.R. 1215) And 
Issues Follow-Up Statement Regarding Committee Approval of Act By A 18-17 Vote. Chairman 
Goodlatte (R-VA) Delivers Remarks During Markup Of Competitive Health Insurance Reform Act 
of 2017 (H.R. 372).  
 
Senate Finance Committee Chairman Orrin Hatch (R-UT), House Judiciary Committee 
Chairman Bob Goodlatte (R-VA),  House Energy & Commerce Committee Chairman Greg 
Walden (R-OR), and Senate HELP Committee Chairmen Lamar Alexander (R-TN) Issue 
Statements Regarding President Donald Trump’s First Address To Joint Session Of Congress, 
Including Health Care Reform Proposal. 
 
Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee Ranking Member Jon Tester Publishes Opening Statement 
From Joint Hearing Of Senate And House Veterans’ Affairs Committees Regarding Disabled 
American Veterans (DAV) Legislative Priorities.  
 
House Budget Committee Chairman Diane Black (R-TN) Makes Statements On CNBC’s “Squawk 
Box” and Bloomberg’s “Daybreak: Americas” Regarding House Republicans’ Commitment To 
Repeal ACA And Replace With “Patient-Centered Care” That Builds a Sustainable Budget.  
 

https://energycommerce.house.gov/news-center/press-releases/bipartisan-committee-leaders-press-ondcp-answers-federal-response
https://energycommerce.house.gov/sites/republicans.energycommerce.house.gov/files/documents/20170223ONDCP.pdf
http://www.appropriations.senate.gov/news/minority/leahy-statement-on-president-trumps-2018-budget-outline
http://democrats.appropriations.house.gov/news/press-releases/lowey-statement-on-presidents-2018-budget
https://democrats-budget.house.gov/news/press-releases/yarmuth-statement-president-trump-s-2018-budget-guidance
https://democrats-veterans.house.gov/news/press-releases/kuster-walz-examine-drug-diversion-risks-va
https://democrats-oversight.house.gov/news/press-releases/sanders-cummings-booker-casey-doggett-heinrich-king-to-unveil-drug-importation
https://www.sanders.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/affordable-and-safe-prescription-drug-importation-act-introduced-to-help-lower-skyrocketing-cost-of-medicine
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/469?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22Affordable+and+Safe+Prescription+Drug+Importation+Act%22%5D%7D&r=2
https://democrats-oversight.house.gov/news/press-releases/affordable-and-safe-prescription-drug-importation-act-introduced-to-help-lower
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/1245
https://judiciary.house.gov/press-release/statement-chairman-bob-goodlatte-markup-h-r-1215-protecting-access-care-act/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/1215
https://judiciary.house.gov/press-release/goodlatte-praises-house-judiciary-committee-approval-medical-lawsuit-reform-legislation/
https://judiciary.house.gov/press-release/statement-chairman-bob-goodlatte-markup-h-r-372-competitive-health-insurance-reform-act-2017/
https://www.congress.gov/115/bills/hr372/BILLS-115hr372ih.pdf
https://www.finance.senate.gov/chairmans-news/-hatch-statement-on-president-trumps-address-to-congress
https://judiciary.house.gov/press-release/chairman-goodlatte-statement-president-trumps-joint-address-congress/
https://energycommerce.house.gov/news-center/press-releases/walden-statement-president-trump-s-health-care-reform-plan
https://energycommerce.house.gov/news-center/press-releases/walden-statement-president-trump-s-health-care-reform-plan
http://www.help.senate.gov/chair/newsroom/press/alexander-statement-on-president-trumps-address-to-a-joint-session-of-congress-
https://www.veterans.senate.gov/newsroom/minority-news/tester-opening-statement-for-hearing-on-disabled-american-veterans-legislative-priorities
https://www.veterans.senate.gov/newsroom/minority-news/tester-hears-legislative-priorities-from-disabled-american-veterans
http://budget.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=394537


House Oversight & Government Reform Committee Ranking Member Elijah Cummings (D-MD) 
Opposes Searching For And Cutting Regulations That Are Unnecessarily Burdensome Act of 2017 
(H.R. 998) On House Floor. 
 

March 1 
 

Senate Finance Committee Holds Open Executive Session To “Consider Favorably Reporting the 
Nomination of Seema Verma to be Administrator of CMS.” Final Committee Confirmation Vote 
Postponed One Day. 
 

March 2 
 

Senate Finance Committee Chairman Orrin Hatch (R-Utah) Releases Statement Regarding 
Committee’s Advancement Of Seema Verma’s Nomination To Serve As CMS Administrator. 
 
House Energy & Commerce Committee Democrats Send Letter to Chairman Greg Walden (R-
OR) Insisting ACA Repeal Bill Text Be Posted For Public View A Minimum Of 30 Days Before 
Committee Markup. 
 
House Energy & Commerce Subcommittee on Health Holds Hearing Entitled “Examining FDA’s 
Generic Drug and Biosimilar User Fee Programs.” Subcommittee Chairman Michael C. Burgess, 
M.D. (R-TX) Releases Statement and Witness Testimony. Committee Ranking Member Frank 
Pallone, Jr. (D-NJ) Submits Remarks For Record Regarding Importance Of Congress Acting On 
Rise Of Prescription Drug Prices. 
 
House Energy & Commerce Committee Chairman Greg Walden (R-OR) Issues Statement 
Regarding Majority Committee Member’s Process For Drafting Bill To Repeal and Replace ACA. 
 
House Energy & Commerce Ranking Committee Member Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-NJ) and 
Oversight & Government Reform Committee Ranking Member Elijah E. Cummings (D-MD)  
Issue District-By-District Staff Report Summarizing ACA Progress And Potential Negative 
Outcomes Of Repeal.  
 

 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
 

February 28 
 

HHS Publishes Secretary Price’s Statement Regarding President Donald Trump’s Address to 
Congress.  
 

March 3 
 

HRSA Delays the Effective Date of the Final Rule “340B Drug Pricing Program Ceiling Price and 
Manufacturer Civil Monetary Penalties Regulation.” 

REGULATORY UPDATE 

https://democrats-oversight.house.gov/news/press-releases/cummings-opposes-legislation-to-prioritize-corporate-profits-over-public-health
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/998
https://www.finance.senate.gov/hearings/open-executive-session-to-consider-favorably-reporting-the-nomination-of-of-seema-verma-of-indiana-to-be-administrator-of-the-centers-for-medicare-and-medicaid-services-united-states-department-of-health-and-human-se
https://www.finance.senate.gov/chairmans-news/finance-committee-advances-cms-administrator-nominee
http://democrats-energycommerce.house.gov/sites/democrats.energycommerce.house.gov/files/documents/Ltr%20to%20Walden.2017.03.02.pdf
https://energycommerce.house.gov/hearings-and-votes/hearings/examining-fda-s-generic-drug-and-biosimilar-user-fee-programs
https://energycommerce.house.gov/news-center/press-releases/subhealth-focuses-reauthorizing-and-improving-important-user-fee-programs
https://democrats-energycommerce.house.gov/newsroom/press-releases/pallone-congress-must-act-on-rising-prescription-drug-costs
https://energycommerce.house.gov/news-center/press-releases/walden-statement-draft-obamacare-legislation
https://democrats-energycommerce.house.gov/newsroom/press-releases/democratic-report-examines-the-impact-of-aca-repeal-particularly-in
http://democrats-energycommerce.house.gov/sites/democrats.energycommerce.house.gov/files/documents/ACA%20District-by-District%20Report%2003022017.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2017/02/28/statement-secretary-price-president-trumps-address-congress.html
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2017-03-06/pdf/2017-04337.pdf


 
February 27 

 

GAO Publishes Reports, 
• Electronic Health Records: HHS Needs to Improve Planning and Evaluation of Its Efforts 

to Increase Information Exchange in Post-Acute Care Settings. 
• VA Health Care: Actions Needed to Ensure Medical Facilities' Controlled Substance 

Programs Meet Requirements. 
 

 

CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS/MARKUPS
 

HOUSE 
House Veterans’ Affairs Committee  
Shaping the Future: Consolidating and 
Improving VA Community Care 

• March 7 | 7:30 p.m. 
334 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

 

SENATE 
Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, 
Health and Human Services, Education, and 
Related Agencies Hearing 
Saving Lives Through Medical Research 

• March 8 | 10:30 a.m. 
138 Dirksen Senate Office Building  
Washington, DC 20002

 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

OTHER UPDATES 

http://gao.gov/products/GAO-17-184
http://gao.gov/products/GAO-17-184
http://gao.gov/products/GAO-17-442T
http://gao.gov/products/GAO-17-442T
https://veterans.house.gov/hearings/shaping-future-consolidating-and-improving-va-community-care
https://veterans.house.gov/hearings/shaping-future-consolidating-and-improving-va-community-care
http://www.appropriations.senate.gov/hearings/hearing-on-saving-lives-through-medical-research

