
                                                                                                     

 

Week in Brief 
 
AHCA: American Health Care Act (AHCA) passes the House; President Trump Speaks at White 
House Ceremony Celebrating House Passage of the Bill. 
 

 
May 1st 

 

Mental Health: President Trump Proclaims May 2017 as National Mental Health Awareness 
Month. 
 
 

 
May 1st 

 

FY2017 Appropriations: Senate Committee on Appropriations Majority and Minority Both 
Release Summary of FY2017 Omnibus Appropriations Bill. House Committee on Appropriations 
Majority and Minority Both Release Statement on FY2017 Omnibus Appropriations Bill. Senate 
Committee on Finance Ranking Member Ron Wyden (D-OR), Senate HELP Committee Ranking 
Member Patty Murray (D-WA), Energy and Commerce Committee Chairman Greg Walden (R-
OR), and Rep. Fred Upton (R-MI) also Issue Statements on FY 2017 Omnibus Appropriations 
Bill. 
 
AHCA: Energy and Commerce Ranking Member Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-NJ) Responds to President 
Trump’s Statement on the AHCA’s Coverage for Americans with Pre-Existing Conditions.  
 

May 2nd 
 

FY2017 Appropriations: HELP Committee Chairman Lamar Alexander (R-TN) Applauds 
Increased Medical Funding and the Reintroduction of Year-round Pell Grants in the FY2017 
Omnibus Appropriations Bill. 
 
CHIP Reauthorization: Chairman of the Senate Committee on Finance Orrin Hatch (R-UT) and 
Ranking Member Ron Wyden (D-OR) Release Statement in Advance of CHIP Reauthorization 
Hearing. 
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/05/04/remarks-president-trump-healthcare-vote-house-representatives
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/05/01/president-donald-j-trump-proclaims-may-2017-national-mental-health
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/news/majority/summary-of-the-fy2017-omnibus-appropriations-bill
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/news/minority/summary-fiscal-year-2017-consolidated-appropriations-bill
http://appropriations.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=394859
http://democrats.appropriations.house.gov/news/press-releases/lowey-statement-on-fy2017-omnibus-appropriations-act
https://www.finance.senate.gov/ranking-members-news/wyden-applauds-spending-bill-for-keeping-commitment-on-miners-health-benefits-ustr-waiver
https://www.help.senate.gov/ranking/newsroom/press/murray-republicans-should-learn-from-bipartisan-budget-agreement-stop-attacks-on-womens-health
https://energycommerce.house.gov/news-center/press-releases/walden-and-upton-government-funding-bill-prioritizes-effort-deliver
https://energycommerce.house.gov/news-center/press-releases/walden-and-upton-government-funding-bill-prioritizes-effort-deliver
https://democrats-energycommerce.house.gov/newsroom/press-releases/pallone-on-trump-s-claim-to-guarantee-protections-for-americans-with-pre
https://www.help.senate.gov/chair/newsroom/press/alexander-congress-set-to-deliver-2-billion-increase-in-funding-for-medical-research-for-2nd-consecutive-year-restore-year-round-pell-grants
https://www.finance.senate.gov/chairmans-news/_hatch-wyden-to-hold-finance-hearing-on-chip


FDA User Fee Reauthorization: House Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on Health Holds 
Hearing Examining Four Bipartisan Bills, Including the FDA User Fee Reauthorization Act.  
 
VA Appeals Process: Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs Chairman Johnny Isakson (R-GA) 
and Sen. Richard Blumenthal (D-CT) Announce Veterans Appeals Improvement and 
Modernization Act of 2017 (The Proposed Act). House Committee on Veteran Affairs Chairman 
Mike Bost (R-IL) and Ranking Member Elizabeth Esty (D-CT) also Introduce Legislation to 
Modernize the Appeals Process at the Department of Veterans Affairs. 
 
Medicaid Abuse: The Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations 
Holds Hearing Examining Waste, Fraud, and Abuse in Medicaid’s Personal Care Services (PCS) 
Program. Energy and Commerce Ranking Member Frank Pallone Jr. (D-NJ) Offers Remarks.  
 

May 3rd 
 

U.S. Surgeon General: Senate HELP Committee Ranking Member Patty Murray (D-WA) and 
Other Top HELP Committee Democrats Send Letter to President Trump Regarding Dr. Vivek 
Murthy’s Dismissal.  
 
AHCA: House Energy and Commerce Committee Chairman Greg Walden (R-OR) Issues 
Statement on AHCA Amendment.  

 
May 4th 

 
AHCA Vote:  
 

• House:  Ways and Means Committee Chairman Kevin Brady (R-TX), Ways and Means 
Committee Ranking Member Richard Neal (D-MA), Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 
Chairman Phil Roe (R-TN), Budget Committee Ranking Member John Yarmuth (D-KY), 
Energy and Commerce Committee Ranking Member Frank Pallone Jr. (D-NJ), Energy and 
Commerce Committee Chairman Greg Walden (R-OR) and Health Subcommittee 
Chairman Michael C. Burgess (R-TX),and Budget Committee Chairman Diane Black (R-
TN) Release Statements on the AHCA Passage through the House.  
 

• Senate:  Committee on Finance Chairman Orrin Hatch (R-UT), Committee on Finance 
Ranking Member Ron Wyden (D-OR), HELP Committee Chairman Lamar Alexander (R-
TN), and HELP Committee Ranking Member Patty Murray (D-WA) Release Statements 
on the AHCA Passage through the House.  

 

 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

May 4th 

 

OIG: HHS OIG Publishes Report, CMS Validated Hospital Inpatient Quality Reporting Program 
Data, But Should Use Additional Tools to Identify Gaming. 

REGULATORY UPDATES 

https://energycommerce.house.gov/news-center/press-releases/subhealth-examines-medical-device-provisions
https://www.veterans.senate.gov/newsroom/majority-news/isakson-blumenthal-announce-bill-to-modernize-va-appeals-process
http://veterans.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=1716
https://energycommerce.house.gov/news-center/press-releases/suboversight-examines-medicaid-s-personal-care-services-program-after
https://democrats-energycommerce.house.gov/newsroom/press-releases/pallone-statement-at-medicaid-oversight-hearing
https://www.help.senate.gov/ranking/newsroom/press/led-by-murray-senate-dems-seek-answers-from-president-trump-following-dismissal-of-us-surgeon-general-vivek-murthy-
https://energycommerce.house.gov/news-center/press-releases/walden-statement-ahca
https://waysandmeans.house.gov/brady-takes-historic-vote-repeal-replace-obamacare/
https://democrats-waysandmeans.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/neal-statement-house-passage-trumpcare
http://veterans.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=1720
https://democrats-energycommerce.house.gov/newsroom/press-releases/pallone-condemns-house-passage-of-trumpcare
https://energycommerce.house.gov/news-center/press-releases/walden-and-burgess-house-passage-american-health-care-act
http://budget.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=394596
https://www.finance.senate.gov/chairmans-news/hatch-statement-on-house-passage-of-bill-to-repeal-and-replace-obamacare
https://www.finance.senate.gov/ranking-members-news/wyden-statement-on-house-passage-of-trumpcare
https://www.help.senate.gov/chair/newsroom/press/chairman-alexander-statement-on-goals-for-senate-health-care-bill
https://www.help.senate.gov/ranking/newsroom/press/murray-on-trumpcare-vote-we-are-going-to-fight-back-every-step-of-the-way
https://oig.hhs.gov/oei/reports/oei-01-15-00320.pdf#sthash.UW7DMgwP.dpuf


 

 

 

 

 
GAO: GAO Issues Reports, 

• Medicaid Managed Care: Compensation of Medicaid Directors and Managed Care 
Organization Executives in Selected States in 2015 (May 1st). 

• Medicaid Personal Care Services: More Harmonized Program Requirements and Better 
Data Are Needed (May 2nd). 

• Medicaid Demonstrations: Federal Action Needed to Improve Oversight of Spending (May 
3rd).  
 

May 3rd 
 

Drug Costs: BlueCross BlueShield Issues Report, Rising Costs for Patented Drugs Drive Growth of 
Pharmaceutical Spending in the U.S. 
 

 

CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS/MARKUPS
 
HELP Committee Executive Session 
S. ___, Recognize, Assist, Include, Support, and Engage (RAISE) Family Caregivers Act and S.934, 
Food and Drug Administration Reauthorization Act 

• May 10 |10:10 a.m. 
G-50 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington DC 20510 
 
Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs  
Examining the Veterans Choice Program and the Future of Care in the Community 

• May 10 |2:30 p.m. 
Russell, SR-418 
Washington DC 20510 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

OTHER UPDATES 

http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-17-427R
http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-17-427R
http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-17-598T
http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-17-598T
http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-17-312
https://www.bcbs.com/about-us/capabilities-initiatives/health-america/health-of-america-report/rising-costs-patented-drugs-drives-growth-pharmaceutical-spending
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/s-___-recognize-assist-include-support-and-engage-raise-family-caregivers-act-and-s934-food-and-drug-administration-reauthorization-act
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/s-___-recognize-assist-include-support-and-engage-raise-family-caregivers-act-and-s934-food-and-drug-administration-reauthorization-act
https://www.veterans.senate.gov/hearings/examining-the-veterans-choice-program-and-the-future-of-care-in-the-community

