
                                 
 

Week in Brief 
 

CMS Issues Final Rule Updating FY 2017 Medicare Payment Policies and Rates Under the IPPS 
and LTCH PPS; Rule Rescinds the 0.2% Medicare Rate Cut Under the Two-Midnight Policy. 
 

CMS Announces Open Application Period for Primary Care Practices to Participate in the 
Comprehensive Primary Care Plus (CPC+).  

 August 1 
 

House Energy and Commerce Committee Chairman Fred Upton (R-MI) and Senate Finance 
Committee Chairman Orrin Hatch (R-UT) Highlight Findings from a GAO Report on Federal 
Support for Uncompensated Hospital Care. 
 

 August 2 
 

Florida House Representatives Write to CDC Director Requesting Reconsideration of Zika Virus 
Funding Distribution.  

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
August 1 

 

ASPR Awards $5.1 Million to InBios International, Inc. for Continued Development of a Faster 
Zika Virus Diagnostic Blood Test.  

 
August 3 

 

HHS Secretary Burwell Writes to Congress Requesting Additional Emergency Supplemental 
Funding to Combat the Zika Virus Domestically. 
 
NIH Announces First Clinical Trial in Humans to Test Zika Virus Vaccine.  
 
 
 

LEGISLATIVE AND REGULATORY UPDATE 
August 8, 2016 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
 

REGULATORY UPDATE 

http://src.bna.com/hm9
https://www.cms.gov/Newsroom/MediaReleaseDatabase/Press-releases/2016-Press-releases-items/2016-08-01.html
https://energycommerce.house.gov/news-center/press-releases/upton-hatch-highlight-new-non-partisan-government-report-uncompensated
http://ros-lehtinen.house.gov/sites/ros-lehtinen.house.gov/files/2016.08.02%20FL%20delegation%20Zika%20funding%20allocation%20letter%20to%20CDC.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2016/08/01/hhs-awards-5_1-million-inbios-advance-zika-diagnostic.html
http://src.bna.com/hoV
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/to-your-health/wp/2016/08/03/nih-to-begin-testing-zika-vaccine-in-humans/?_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8kuVbi3ppdVwohwWA7_mjfQGjFFdhIWV_cTc6xp0FBKTGLaVzs3KmqKMw-W36kY5Aqa28ntboVEM2r3teZHqUFPoarBA&_hsmi=32483152&utm_campaign=KHN%3A%20F
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August 4 
 

CMS Announces Participants in Frontier Community Health Integration Project Demonstration, 
an Effort to Increase Medicare Beneficiary Access to Care in Rural Areas. 

 

GAO Releases Reports: 
• Hospital Uncompensated Care: Federal Action Needed to Better Align Payments with Costs 

(Aug. 1). 
• Medicare Part B: CMS Should Take Additional Steps to Verify Accuracy of Data Used to Set 

Payment Rates for Drugs (Aug. 1). 
• Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act: Information on Approval Process for State 

Innovation Waivers (Aug. 5). 
 

CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS/MARKUPS 
 
HOUSE 
 
Veterans’ Affairs 
Technology and Treatment: Telemedicine in 
the VA Healthcare System 

• August 9 | 9 a.m. 
Camarillo Public Library 
4101 E. Las Posas Road 
Camarillo, CA 93010  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

 
Medicare Diabetes Prevention Program 
Webinar 
Overview of the proposal in calendar year 
2017 Medicare Physician Fee Schedule. 
• August 9 | 12 p.m. – 1 p.m. 
 Via webcast  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PQRS Feedback Reports and the PQRS 
Informal Review Process for Program Year 
2015 Results Call 
Discussion of PQRS negative payment 
adjustments, feedback reports, and the 
informal review process for 2015 results and 
2017 payment adjustment determination. 
• August 10 | 1:30 p.m. – 3 p.m. 
 via teleconference  
 
 
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

OTHER 

https://www.cms.gov/Newsroom/MediaReleaseDatabase/Press-releases/2016-Press-releases-items/2016-08-04.html
http://www.gao.gov/assets/680/678127.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/assets/680/678175.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/assets/680/678175.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/assets/680/678231.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/assets/680/678231.pdf
https://veterans.house.gov/hearings/technology-and-treatment-telemedicine-va-healthcare-system
https://veterans.house.gov/hearings/technology-and-treatment-telemedicine-va-healthcare-system
https://innovation.cms.gov/resources/dpp-overview.html
https://innovation.cms.gov/resources/dpp-overview.html
https://blh.ier.intercall.com/details/271e20ef09fb420dad0f782004e9c817
https://blh.ier.intercall.com/details/271e20ef09fb420dad0f782004e9c817
https://blh.ier.intercall.com/details/271e20ef09fb420dad0f782004e9c817


  

Page | 3 
 

Advisory Committee to the Director (ACD), 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention-
State, Tribal, Local and Territorial (STLT) 
Subcommittee 
Discussion on progress of implementation of 
ACD-adopted recommendations, other 
emerging challenges and how the CDC can 
best support STLT health departments. 
• August 11 | 8:30 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
 CDC 
 Building 19, Rooms 245-246 
 1600 Clifton Road NE 
 Atlanta, GA 30329 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2016/07/06/2016-15932/advisory-committee-to-the-director-acd-centers-for-disease-control-and-prevention-state-tribal-local
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2016/07/06/2016-15932/advisory-committee-to-the-director-acd-centers-for-disease-control-and-prevention-state-tribal-local
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2016/07/06/2016-15932/advisory-committee-to-the-director-acd-centers-for-disease-control-and-prevention-state-tribal-local
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2016/07/06/2016-15932/advisory-committee-to-the-director-acd-centers-for-disease-control-and-prevention-state-tribal-local

