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The American Society of Transplant Surgeons (ASTS) advocates from a place of deep respect for the 
gift of life, the dignity of donors, and hope for our patients. Our advocacy is rooted in our 
commitment to the highest ethical standards, scientific innovation, and equitable access. We 
strive to shape policies that expand access to deceased and living donor transplantation, protect 
patient and donor safety, and promote responsible innovation while preserving the integrity of the 
transplant ecosystem. 

We honor the patient-physician relationship, knowing that we are our patients’ strongest advocates. 
We believe that decisions about how our transplant system should operate are a collaborative 
effort, balanced between appropriate oversight by federal agencies and policymakers and the 
patient-centric priorities of the transplant community. We support regulatory frameworks that are 
streamlined, data-driven, and transparent, encouraging innovation without undermining patient 
safety or delaying life-saving transplants. 

We see ourselves not only as surgeons but also as stewards of the public trust upon which our 
profession depends. In honoring the donors who make the gift of life possible, we advocate 
tirelessly for our patients. 
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Background: The American Society of Transplant Surgeons (ASTS) Advocacy Philosophy is a 
framework that defines how our we engage in advocacy, establishing consistent principles. It 
reflects our values and helps ensure consistency in how we advocate across issues and over time. 
This differs from our advocacy strategies in that strategies are specific and time-limited actions that 
we use to advance our policy goals. 

This philosophy is meant to provide long-term direction for our advocacy work, ensuring that our 
advocacy approach remains stable and intentional. 

Key Principles of ASTS Advocacy: 

1. Respect for Recipients & Donors 

o We recognize the dignity and generosity of organ donors. 

o We prioritize patient safety and long-term outcomes for recipients. 

2. Ethical Integrity 

o Our members uphold the highest professional and moral standards in clinical 
practice. 

o It is our responsibility to guard against coercion, financial exploitation, or policies 
that erode public trust, and promote stewardship and justice for recipients, donors, 
and the entire transplant community. 

3. Evidence-Based Innovation 

o We promote policies that encourage scientific advancement in transplantation. 

o We support data-driven regulatory reforms. 

4. Equitable Access 

o We work to eliminate disparities in access to both living and deceased-donor 
transplantation. 

o We support policies that reduce barriers to donation and transplant without 
compromising patient safety or reducing trust in the U.S. transplant system. 

5. Surgeon Leadership & Autonomy 

o We advocate for surgeon-led decision-making, especially in transplant eligibility, 
organ acceptance and allocation.  
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o We promote collaboration among stakeholders (surgeons, medical experts, 
transplant centers, policymakers, patients and others) while ensuring our expert 
voice is heard.  

6. Trust & Transparency 

o We are committed to transparency in data analysis to inform evidence-based 
performance metrics and regulatory processes. 

o We encourage engagement with our patients, donor families, regulators, and the 
public in policymaking. 

7. Stewardship of Resources 

o We recognize that organs are limited, life-saving resources. 

o We support policies that balance maximizing any gift of life and ensuring fair 
allocation. 
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